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IVntten  for  the  Leader.) 

THE  COLORADO  SCHOOL  FOR 
THE  DEAF  AND  BLIND. 


The  Colorado  wSchool  for  the  Deaf 
:md  Blind  is  beautifully  situated  at 
the  famous  mountain  health  resort 
f>f  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

This  School  was  founded  thirty 
years  ago  wh-en  Colorado  vva?  a  ter- 
ritory. The  school  was  opened  in  a 
s-n>all  frame  house  in  the  city  with 
six   pupils  in    attendance.     For  two 

years  the  school  was  conducted  in 
this  building  at  which  time  it  was  re- 
moved to  a  more  commodious,  and 
handsoms  one  which  had  just  been 
erected  for  it.  The  early  history  of 
this  school  is  somewhat  checkered. 
The  Superintendent,  the  Principal, 
and  Matron  held  offices  each  inde- 
pendent of  the  others,  and  as  a 
consequence  there  was  friction  and  a 
conflict  of  authority.   Under  such  con- 
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ditions  the  education  of  the  pupils  suf- 
fered and  the  maintenance  of  disci- 
pline was  an  impossibility. 

This  state  of    affairs    lasted    until 
Nov.  18,  1884  when  Mr.  Dudley,  who 
had  a  short  time  before  resigned  his 
position    as     Superintendent    of  the 
Kentucky  School,    assumed    charge. 
He  filled  the  positions  of  both   super- 
intendent and  princiual  and  the  other 
officers  in  the  School  were  made  sub- 
ordinate lo  him.     Mr.  Dudley  at  once 
set  about  the   re-orginzation    of    the 
school  and  backed     by    an    excellent 
Board  of   Trustees    he    soon    placed 
the  school  in  good  working  order  and 
raised    the    standard    of    education. 
After  three    years    hard    work     Mr. 
Dudley  was  compelled  to  resign    his 
position  on    account    of    ill    health. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  had  so  much 
confidence  in  Mr.  Dudley's   judgment 
that  thev  allowed  him  to    select    his 
own  successor,  and  Mr.  John  E.  Ray. 
head  teacher  in  the  school,    was    his 
choice.     During  Mr.  Ray's  six  years' 
vigorous  administration   the    attend- 
ance was  greatly  increased  and  liberal 
appropriations  were  secured    for   en- 
larging and  adding  to  the    buildings. 

After  Mr.  Ray  accepted  the  sup^r- 
intendency  of  the  Kentucky  School 
Mr.  Dudley,  whose  health  was  now 
much  improved,  was  replaced  in  the 
•office  of  superintendent.  This  posi- 
tion he  retained  for  five  years  when! 
his  health  completely  broke  down 
and  he  was  abliged  to  sever  his  rela^ 
tions  with  the  school. 

W.  K.  Argo,  formerly  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Kentucky  School  and  ati 
that  time  Head  Teacher  in  the  school. 
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was  elected  Superintendenr.  Since 
Mr  Argo  has  been  superintendent 
the  school  has  rapidly  forgfcd  to  the 
front  till  now  it    stands    anono:    the 

best  equipped   an(   ! 

best   manag^ed    ir 

stitutions     in     th( 

United  States. 
The    views     ac 

companying    thi 

article  will  give  th( 

reader  an    idea    o 

the     size     of     th( 

school  and  the  rap- 
idity of  its  growth. 

The  policy  of    thf 

school  to  pay  good 

salaries  hys   enabl- 
ed   Mr.     Argo    to 

gather  around  him 

a  number    of    the 

best    educators    of 

the     deaf     in     tljis 

c  p  u  n  t  r  y.     T  h  e 

watchword  of    the 

school  seems  to  be  j 

''Progress"  and  we ! 

feel  certain  that  in 

the  near  future, 
under  the  present  management,  that 
the  Colorado  School,  in  all  its  depart- 
ments, will  be  second  to  none  in  the 
United  States  in  efficiency  and  equip- 
ment. 

Our  readers  might  be  interested  to 
know  that  the  Colorado    School     has 

taken  the  first  prize  for  a  number    nf 

years  for  having    the    prettip^r     and 

best  kept  lawn  in  Colorado    Sprini?-^. 

Every  one  who  has  visited  that     city 

knows  what  that  means    for    all  the 


public  building:  ^^nd 
private  residences 
have  beautiful  lawns. 

CLIMATE  OF  COLORADO 

Colorado  is  is  the 
land  of  sunshine.  The 
Government  Weather 
Bureau  reports  an  av- 
erage of  357  sunshiny 
days,  covering'  a  peri- 
od of  twenty  years. 
Sunshine  being  the 
greatest  factor  of 
health,  this  feature  of 
the  Colorado  climate 
cannot  be  overestim- 
ated. 

The  climate  is  not 
alone  an  almost  per- 
fect specific  for  the 
cure  of  pulmonary 
and  asthmatic  trou- 
bles, but  it  affords  to 
all  the  greatest  en- 
joyment of  outdoor 
life  the  year  round. 
SfPT.  WILLIAM  K.  ARGO. 

One  of  the  most  deservedly  popu- 
lar superintendents  of  the  schools 
for  deaf  of  the  United  States  is  W. 
K.  Argo,  superintendent  of  the  Col- 
orado wSchool  for  Deaf  and  Blind. 

Mr.  -Argo  is  a  native  of  Kentucky 
and  is  a  Kentuckian  of  the  highest 
type.  Both  his  parents  were  deaf 
and  he  has  been  familiar  with  the 
sign  language  since  infancy.  His 
father  was  a  semi-mule,  well  educat- 
ed, of  strong  character,  successful  in 
business  and  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  his  community.  Mr.  Argo  re- 
ceived his  college  education  at  Cen- 
tre College,  Danville,  Ky.     He  grad- 


SUPT.  W.  K.  ARC;o.  M.  A. 

uated  with  honors  from  that  insti- 
tute in  1897.  A  friend  writing  about 
Mr.  Argo  says  "Dr.  Ormond  Beatty, 
President  of  Centre  College,  after  a 
connection  of  over  fifty  years  with 
that  famous  Institution,  in  which  time 
there  passed  under  his  instruction 
Vice-Presidents,  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Ambassadors,  Sen- 
ators, Soldiers,  Governors,  leaders 
in  Law,  Theology,  Medicine,  Science 
and  the  world  of  Art  and  Letters, 
considered  young  Argo  as  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  young  men  he    had 


ever  known,  and  declared  that  his 
talents  would  justify  him  in  aspiring 
to  any  position,  however  exalted. 
There  are  others,  broujrht  in  daily 
contact  with  him,  who  are  ready  to 
endorse  the  doctors  view,  but  the 
field  of  ambition  in  the  education  of 
the  deaf  is  narrow,  ill-health  has 
intervened  and  above"  all  his  modes- 
ty has  made  him  choose  to  keep 
himself  largely  in  the  background. 
His  modesty  is  not  the  result  of  any 
timidity  for  he  was  a  born  leaderi 
and  meets  every  issue  fairly  and' 
.s.quarely  without  flinching." 

The  fall  after  Mr.  Argo  graduated 
be  was  appointed  a  teacher  in  the 
Kentucky  School  for  the  Deaf.  His 
chosen  profession  vvas  that  of  medi- 
cine but  he  soon  become  so  much  in- 
terested in  the  teaching  of  the  deaf 
that  he  decided  to  make  that  his  life 
work.  He  has  had  many  advant- 
ageous offers  since  that  time  to  leave 
the  profession  buc  he  has  refused 
them  all. 

In  1884  he  was  elected  Super- 
intendent of  the  Kentucky  School  and 
remained  in  thit  position  for  ten 
years.  During  his'  administration 
the  school  flourished  in  all  its  depart- 
ments. Being  possessed  of  a  great 
deal  of  executive  ability  tact  and 
firmness  and  having  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  requirements  of 
those  under  his  charge  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  school  was  look- 
ed upon  by  the  authorities  as  the 
best  managed  public  institution  in 
the  State. 


.  In  189i  through  ovi^rwork  Mr.  Ars^o 
was  threatened  with  pulmonary 
trouble  making  it  necessary  for  him 
to  seek  a  change  of  climate.  He  re- 
signed the  superintendenc  y  and 
moved  to  Colorado  Springs  where  he 
accepted  the  position  of  head  teach- 
er in  the  Colorado  School  under 
Supt.  Dudley.  In  1898  when  Mr. 
Dudley's  health  completely  broke 
down  Mr.  Argo  was  elected  to  the 
superiniendency  of  rhe  School,  which 
position  he  still  holds.  With  the 
same  characteristic  energy  and  ex- 
ecutive ability  which  had  marked 
his  previous  official  life  Mr.  Argo 
took  hold  of  the  ?uperintendency  of 
the  Colorado  School.  His  adminis- 
tiation  of  the  affairs  of  the  school 
has  been  eminently  successful.  He 
is  a  fine  disciplinarian,  possessing  a 
keen  sense  of  justice  with  the  neces- 
sary firmness  to  administer  it.  His 
ability  as  an  educator  is  demonstrat- 
ed by  the  fact  that  the  Colorado 
!  School,  educationally,  stands  among 
the  foremost  ranks  of  similar  schools 
in  this  country. 

Mr.  Argo  is  greatly  respected  in 
the  profession  and  has  been  honored 
by  various  offices  by  the  members 
of  it.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Conference  of  Superin- 
tendents and  Principals  of  American 
Schools  for  the  Deaf  under  whose 
direction  the  American  Annals  ot  the 
Deaf  is  published.  He  is  also  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Teachers  of  the  Deaf 
and  recently  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the    Executive  Committee  of  the 


Colorado  State 
Teachers  Associa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Argo  was 
married  in  1887  to 
Miss  BelJe  Chen- 
ault  of  Shelby  City. 
Ky.  and  they  are 
I  he  parents  cf  two 
bright  interesting 
boys. 

Mr.  Argo  has 
strong  opini  o  n  s 
and  the  courage 
x>f  his.  convictions. 
He  rarely  speaks 
A'ithout  due  delib- 
eration of  pros  and 
cons.  He  is  a 
man  of  sterling 
qualities,  a  staunch 
and  loyal  friend 
and  possesses  all 
the  attributes  6t 
an  upright  and 
honoiable     gentle- 


man. 
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S\ipt.  William  K    Arg'i^. 


7' he  Rocky  Mountain  Leader,  of  the 
Montana  School  for  March  3rd,  contains  a  very 
nice  ''write-up*'  of  our  School  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  McAloney,  superintendent,  whom  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  entertaining  for  a  couple  of 
dn^^s  last  spring.  , 

We  tljank  Mr.  McAloney  for  the  many 
complimc^ntary  things  he  says  about  us,  and 
take  the  liberty  of  reprinting  his  sketch  of 
Mr.  Argo. 

Everybody  in  the  profession  knows  Mr. 
Argo.  In  fact  he  might  repeat  the  oft  quoted 
remark,  "not  to  know  me  argues  yourself 
unknown."  Hut  ther^  are  many  readers  of 
the  Index  who  know  Mr.  Argo  simply  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Colorado  School  and 
thise  will  take  particular  pleasure  in  Mr. 
McAloney's  brief  sketch  which  is  appended:  — 

One  of  the  most  deservedly  popular 
superintendents  of  the  schools  for  the  deaf 
of  the  United  States  is  W.  K.  Argo,  superin- 
tendent of  the  ^wolorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind. 

Mr.  Argo  is  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  is  a 
Kentuckiati  of  the  highest  ty^)e.  B.^tli  his 
parents  were  deaf  and  he  has  b<^en  familiar 
with  the  sign  language  since  infancy.  His 
father  was  a  semi-mute,  well  educated, of  strong 
character,  suceessful  in  business*  and  one  of 
the  le  iding  men  of  his  community.  Mr.  Argo 
received  his  college  education  at  Centre 
College,  D.inville,  Ky.  He  graduated  with 
hon.>rs  tro.ii   rh.it   institute  in    IJ.U.     A    friend 


writing  al^out  >lr.  Argj  saj^s:  **  Dr.  Ormoiid 
Beatty,  Presiileiit  t)f  Ceiitro  CjUciife,  after  a 
c,)iinectii)4i  of  over  tifty  years  witli  that  famous 
Institution,  in  which  tiaie  there  passed  under 
his  instruction  V'ice-Presidenis,  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  Amt)ass.idt)r»,  Senators, 
Soldiers.  Governors,  leaders  in  Law,  Ttieolog^s 
.^ieJicine,  Science  aiid  ttie  world  of  Art  an  J  Let- 
ters* consideretl  young  Ar^oas  one  of  the  most 
reuiarkable  you^.'g  men  he  had  ever  known,  and 
declared  tiiat  his  talents  would  justify  him  in 
aspiring  to  any  position,  iiowever  exalted. 
There  are  others,  l)rt>ught  in  daily  contact 
with  him  who  are  ready  to  enJorse  the  doctor's 
view  but  the  field  of  ambition  in  the  education 
of  the  deaf  is  narrow,  ill-liealth  has  intervened 
and  abov^e  all  his  modesty  hajj  made  him  choose 
to  keep  himself  largelv  in  the  background. 
His  modesty  is  not  the  result  of  any  timidity 
for  he  was  a  born  leader  and  meets  every  issue 
fairl}^  and  squarely  without  flinching." 

The  fall  after  Mr.  Argo  graduated  he    was 
appointed  a  teacher  in    the    Kentucky    School 
for  the  Deaf.     His  chosen  profession  was  that 
of  medicine  but  he  soon  become  so  much  in- 
terested in    the    teaching   of  the  deaf  that  he 
decided  to  make  that  his    life    work.     He   has 
had  many  advantageous  offers  since  that  time 
to  leave  the  profession  but  he  has  refused  them  | 
all.  j 

In  1884  he  was  elected  Superintendent  of 
the  Kentucky  School  and  remained  inthatposi' 
tion  for  ten  years.  During  his  administration 
the  school  flourished  in  all  its  departments.  Be- 
ing possessed  of  a  great  deal  of  executive 
ability,  tact  and  firmness  and  having  an  inti^  | 
mate  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  those  ' 
under  his  charge  't  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  the  scnool  was  looked  upon  b}^  the  auth- 
orities as  the  best  managed  public  institution 
in  the  state. 

In  1891:  through  overwork    Mr.    Argo    was  I 
threatened  with  pulmonary  trouble    making  it  I 


necessary  for  him  to  seek  a  change  of  climate. 
He  resigned  the  superintendency  "  and  moved 
to  Colorado  Springs  where  he  accepted  the 
position  of  head  teacher  in  the  Colorado  School 
under  Supt.  Dudley.  Jn  1898  when  Mr.  Dudley's 
health  completely  broke  down  Mr.  Argo  was 
I  elected  to  the  superintendency  of  the  School, 
which  position  lie  still  holds.  With  the  same 
ctiaracteristic  energy  and  executive  ability 
which  had  marKed  his  previous  official  life  Mr. 
Argo  took  holxl  of  the  superintendency  of  the 
Colorado  School.  His  administration  of  the 
Scho<)l  has  been  eminently  successful.  He  is 
a  line  discipliiiarian,  possessing  a  keen  sense 
of  justice  with  the  necessary  firmness  to 
admiijister  it.  His  ability  as  an  educator  is 
demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  the  Colorado 
School,  educationally,  stands  among  the  fore- 
mast rank  of    similar  schools  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Argo  is  greatly  respected  in  the 
profession  and  has  t;een  honored  by  the  mem- 
bers of  it.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  ttie.  Conference  of  Superintendents  and 
Principals  of  American  Schools  for  the  Deaf 
under  whose  direction  the  American  Annals 
ot  tne  Deaf  is  published.  He  is  also  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  American  Association  of 
Teachers  of  the  Deaf  and  recently  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Kxecutive  Committee 
of  the  Colorado  State  Teachers'  Association. 

Mr.  Argo  was  married  in  1887  to  Miss  Belle 
Cheiiault  of  Shelby  City,  Ky.,  and  they  are 
tile  parents  of  two  bright  interesting  bo3's. 

Mr.  Argo  has  str(*ng  opinions  and  the 
courage  of  his  convictions.  He  rarely  speaks 
without  due  deliberation  of  pros  and  cons.  He 
IS  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  a  staunch  and 
loyal  friend  and  possesses  all  the  attributes  of 
an  upright  and  honorable  gentleman. 
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m  BEAUTIFY  ft 
STATE  INSTITUTION 


LANDSCAPE  PROJECT  AT    THE 

SCHOOL      FOR    DEAF 

AND  BLIND. 


MINISTERS     MAY     COMMENCE     CAM- 
PAIGN   AGAINST    DESECRATION 
OF  THE   SABBATH. 


Trial     of    3Irs.     Jameson     on.     Charge 
of  31arder      Has      Com- 
menced. 


COLORADO  SPRINGS  BUREAU. 
THE   DENVER    REPUBLICAN. 
ALTA   VISTA   HOTEL.    Aug.    3.     - 

At  the  instigation  of  Superintendent  T\'. 
K.  Argo,  the  trustees  of  the  State  School, 
for  the  Deaf  aail  Blind  ^i:£_jiorisidering: ' 
a  project  for  the  improvemei^^of  thai 
landscape  adjoining  the  institution,  which' 
in  magnitude  and  importance  will  be  sec- 
ond to  but  one  project,  the  Monument 
creek  parking  plans  of  Gen.  AVilliam  J. 
Palmer.  The  aid  of  Gen.  Palmer  has 
been  enlisted  in  this  project  also,  and., 
definite  plans  will  be  considered  in  the! 
near  future. 


F'iris~prf^^osed  to  raise  the  height  of  a 
concrete  dam  located  north  of  the  in- 
stitution, so  as  to  form  an  ornamental 
lake  800  bj'  5C0  feet,  occupying  almost  the- 
pntire  corner  of  the  gl^bunds  bounded 
by  Pike's  Peak  avenue  and  Institute 
[Street.  A  concrete  conduit  on  Pike's  Peak 
avenue  and  the  removal  of  two  wooden 
Ibridges  owned  by  the  city  and  the  street 
[car  company,  respectively,  form  a  portion 
of  the  projected  plans.  Retaining  walla 
will  be  built  on  both  the  north  and  south 
bounderies  of  the  avenue,  and  the  borders 
of  the  lake  will  be  ornamented  by  lawns 
and  flower  beds. 

i  Gen.  Palmer,  it  is  understood,  will  im- 
prove his  property  south  of  the  state  in- 
jBtitution,  thus  transforming  into  an  Im- 
mense park  the  present  unsightly 
grounds,  in  much  the  same  manner  as 
jwill  be  done  when  the>Monument  creek 
parking  project   is   completed.  J 
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NEW       BUILDlMft      FINISHED 

Scli^oV  ^0/  Tkfiai  and  Blind  Has  Fine 
•A^rtministration  Building. 

The  iicn-  administration  building  of 
tjrie  Colorudo  school  for  the  deaf  and 
blind  hHs  boen  comjDlftod  and  ivS  now 
ready  for  occupancy.  The  main  rooms 
lafcUl^bfr -used  as  the  residence  and  of-: 
ficos  of  Superintendent  W.  K.  Argo. ' 
while  the  bafiement  will  be  fitted  up 
as  a  gymnasium.  The  cost  of  erecting 
the  building  was  $40,000. 
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